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Mt. Zion Mennonite Church

AND/OR HISTORIC:

Fahrney Church, Zion's Meeting House
,,,,,, T

STREET AND NUMBER:

Benevola Church Road about 1/2 mile west of Maryland 66

CITY OR TOWN:

Route 2, Boonsboro

STATE COUNTY:

Maryland 1 vaHWashington
SYEIC e T T

CATEGORY ACCESSIBLE
W STATUS
(Check One) OWNERSHIP v TO THE PUBLIC
O District X) Building [ Public Public Acquisition: B¢ Occupied Yes:
3 Site 3 Structyre |B Privote O In Process [0 Unoccupied Bd Restricted
{J Object O Both (O Being Considered (] Preservotion work O Unrestricted
in progress O Ne

PRESENT USE (Check One or More aa Appropriate)

[ Agriculturol O Government O Park O Transportotion O Comments
O Commerciol O Industriol O Privote Residence (O Other (Specity)

{] Educotiono! [ Militory Religious

O Entertoinment O Museum O Scientific

WNER’S NAME:
Trustees of the Mt. Zion Church

STREET AND NUMBER:

Route 2
C!TY OR TOWN: STATE:
Boonsboro Maryland

DESCRIPTION

COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF OEEDS, ETC:

Washington County Court House

STREET AND NUMBER:

West Washington Street

CITY OR TOWN: STATE

Hagerstown Maryland

#)

OATE OF SURVEY: O Federol T State {J County O Locol

DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS:

STREET ANO NUMBER:

CITY OR TOWN: STATE:




WA-TL 060

@ Excelient [J Good O Fair [ Deteriorated [J Ruins [ ‘Unexpcsed
(Check One) {Check One)
5 Altered (0 Unaltered O Moved ) Original Site

CONDITION

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT # 4D QRIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Mt. Zion Mennonite Church is located along the north side of Bena-
vola Church Road, about 1/2 mile west of Maryland Route 66 in Washington
County. It is situated on a rise of ground and faces east.

The structure is a three-bay, one-story brick church with green and
white trim. A date stone set in its east gable end is inscribed 1888
when the church was rebuilt. The date of the original church is given
as 1763.

The walls are set on carefully cut limestone foundations. Common bond
brick work with five courses of stretchers between header rows is dis-
played on all sides of the building. Decorative work at the exterior of
the building includes segmental arches over the window and door openings
and corbeling at the east gable end along the edges of the building and
defining a cross motif. v

Large four-over-four light windows are present in the north and south
walls. Decorative carved woodwork is present at the lintels under the
brick segmental arches. The window framing is narrow except for wide
wooden sills.

Two entrances are located in the east gable end. They are framed simi-
larly to the windows and have large three-light transoms.

The roof is of slate and extends for several inches beyond the end walls
of the building. The cornice work is simple in design but is broad in
expanse finishing the gables as well as the sides of the church. Small
brick chimneys rise form inside the south side wall and inside the west
gable end.

A cemetery is located west and north of the building. The church is in
excellent condition.
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WEKAL-060

PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate)

- .olumbion [ 16th Century [ 18th Century 2 20th Century
] 15th Century [ 17th Century 54 19th Century
SPECIFIC DATE(S) (If Applicable end Known) 1853
AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate) ) )
Aboriginal o [ Educotion O Political -+~ [3J-Urbon Plenning’
[ Prehistoric - : O Engineering . g Roligi;n/Phi." - -+ 7] “Other (Specify)
O Historic [ Indestry .- losophy E ’ ' N
0. Agriculture O invention ] Science
Architecture [ Londscope [ Sculpture
O An - . Architecture [ Sociol/Humon-
7] Commerce O Litercture itorion
[0 Communicotions [ Militory [ Theoter
,. [ Conservotion 0O Music [0 Tronsportotion

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The areas of significance of Mt. Zion Mennonite Church are its
architecture and its contribution to the early church history of
Washington County.

Architecturally, the church building which was constructed in
1888, is a well maintained and preserved example of brick vernacular
building of the late 19th century.

The original deed for the church property was granted from Isaac
Houser, Sr. and Issac Houser, Jr. to Abraham Houser, "minister and
preacher of the gsopel," May 12, 1792. The one acre of land was
to be used for the erection of a meeting house and for a burial ground.
The 1792 date would tend to suggest that the 1763 date of the original
church inscribed on the date stone is incorrect. The original church
was of stone and is pictured in several local histories,

Additional information concerning the historical significance of
Mt. Zion Church can be found in the attached copy of Roy M. Showalter's
"The Mennonites of the Beaver Creek District" and "Zion's Meeting
House," The Cumberland Valley Mennonite Historical Bulletin, No. 1

n.p.: The Washington-Franklin Mennonite Historical Committee, June 1,
1960.




Morning Herald, ''Church at San Mar to Mark Long History this Sunday," August

1960, (before Sunday, August 20).

Morning Herald, "Mennonite to Reopen Famed San Mar Church," September 1, 1943.

Showalter, Roy M., "The Mennonites of the Beaver Creek District" and "Zion's
Meeting House,'" The Cumberland Valley Mennonite Historical Bulletin, n.p.
The Washington-Franklin Mennonite Historical Committee, June 1, 1960.

Williams, T. J. C., History of Western Maryland, Volume 1, Hagerstown:

Mail Publishing Co., 1906.

LATITUOE ANO LONGITUOE COOROINATES LATITUOE AND LONGITUOE COOROINATES
OEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY |0 OEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY
R OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES
GORNER LATITUOE LONGITUDE LATITUDE LONGITUOE
Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Seconds
NW ° ’ " ° ’ " o ’ - ° ’ "
NE ° ’ " ° ' »
SE ° ’ " ° ’ -
oW [ . » (-] ’ -
APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: / aﬁ/t
v o .
‘Acreage Justification:
[
ILI1ST ALL STATES ANO COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNOARIES
STATE: COUNTY
STATE: COUNTY:
STATE: COUNTY:
STATE: COUNTY:

"FORM PREPARED BY

AME ANO TITLE:
Paula Stoner Dickey, Consultant

ORGANIZATION OATE
Washington County Historic Sites Survey June, 1974

STREET ANO NUMBER:
Court House Annex

CITY OR TOWN: STATE

Hagerstown Maryland

“Jstate Liaison Officer Review: (Office Use Only)

Significance of this property is:
National {7 State [ Local [

Signature
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PAULA STONER DICKEY
couniliTanT, WASHINGTON CO.
HISTORICAL SITES SURVEY



